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Additionally, many residents have
called to offer their suggestions on how
to clean up this mess. I sincerely hope
that BP is giving due consideration to
all of these suggestions. Clearly, BP’s
plan has not worked. The cleanup plan
in Louisiana is abysmal. It is time for
BP to look elsewhere.

Yesterday, I met with BP executives
to discuss the company’s slow, unco-
ordinated, and half-baked response ef-
forts in Florida. At this meeting, I re-
layed the frustrations of many south
Florida small business owners who are
going through the BP claims process.
These individuals are required to go
through a long, complicated, and belit-
tling process in order to receive the
compensation that they serve because,
for their economic loss, they had a
downturn in business as a result of the
premature panic from the BP oil spill.
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Let me be clear: These hardworking
men and women are not looking for a
handout, Mr. Speaker. They would
much rather be working. Unfortu-
nately, the disaster in the gulf has
taken a tremendous toll on fishermen,
on dive shops, on restaurants, on mo-
tels, and many tourist-related busi-
nesses in the Keys.

BP needs to completely revamp its
claims process. In the Keys, two claims
offices opened by BP are virtually use-
less. Individuals seeking compensation
leave these offices with stacks of com-
plicated paperwork, legal documenta-
tion, and little guidance.

I have requested detailed information
from BP on its claims process. We need
to demand complete transparency in
this process, including data on how
claims are being evaluated, how pay-
ment sums are being determined, and
how quickly claims are being proc-
essed. Complicated legal documents
just will not do.

On a related note, the Federal agen-
cies need to come up with a plan in the
event of a tropical storm or hurricane
in the gulf. Hurricane season has just
started. Experts at the National Hurri-
cane Center predict that the 2010 hurri-
cane season could be one of the most
active on record. Forecasters are pre-
dicting anywhere between 14 to 23
named storms this season. Of course, it
only takes one. Just ask the Florida
residents who suffered through Hurri-
cane Andrew, or just ask those resi-
dents in New Orleans who are still re-
covering from Hurricane Katrina.

In addition to a predicted active
storm season, our communities are
now saddled with the uncertainty of an
oil spill. The ruptured oil rig is located
right in the middle of hurricane alley.
Scientists have suggested that the
sheer strength of a hurricane could
turn the oil slick into a devastating
black surf. I shudder to think of the
long-term economic devastation and
environmental damage caused by this
toxic combination.

BP and, indeed, all of our Federal
agencies must prepare now for a worst-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

case scenario later. BP cannot con-
tinue to sit idly by while communities
are destroyed.

———

MAVI MARMARA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, the events
that transpired in the Mediterranean
off the coast of Israel on May 31st were
profoundly unfortunate and the loss of
life is deeply regrettable.

We await a full and credible account
of what happened aboard the Mavi
Marmara, yet we know that Israel has
the right and obligation to protect her
citizens and borders, in this case by en-
forcing a legal naval blockade to allow
certification of peaceful end use of
goods transported into Gaza.

In the days since the incident, Israel
has released all people detained and
has inspected and trucked the flotilla
aid cargo to Gaza, where I understand
it awaits permission from Hamas to
Cross.

Sadly, last week’s confrontation
could have been avoided. Israel offered
the flotilla organizers the chance to
have their cargo inspected at the Port
of Ashdod and transported to Gaza.
Five of the six ships in the flotilla
complied nonviolently, but the Mavi
Marmara, loaded with over 500 people,
refused.

The sequence of events that subse-
quently led to violence is disputed, but
it is obvious, to me anyway, that the
actions of the Mavi Marmara were
needlessly provocative.

Israel should lead an impartial,
transparent, and prompt examination
of the incident. And inquiries may
show how the interdiction could have
been accomplished without loss of life.

It seems to me that the Israeli sol-
diers were right to defend themselves
from the brutal assault. We saw this on
video. It does not seem clear that the
situation had to unfold as it did, how-
ever.

Israel announced yesterday that a
highly respected team of experts will
review the investigations that are now
under way, with a report expected in
about a month. The United States
should assist our ally in this endeavor,
and the world community should with-
hold judgment until a reliable inquiry
is complete. Yet many around the
world, once again, are rushing to blame
Israel before fully examining all the
facts.

The United States, correctly, voted
against a United Nations Human
Rights Council resolution that called
for an independent fact-finding mis-
sion, while at the same time, pre-
maturely condemning Israel’s actions.
This apparent bias cannot be allowed
to inflame an already volatile situa-
tion.

I have called for increased humani-
tarian aid to the people of Gaza for
more than a year now. Legitimate hu-
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manitarian needs cannot be ignored.
However, continued interference and
provocations by any nation or faction
in the region are unhelpful and dan-
gerous.

The United States, the Arab states,
and others must continue to facilitate
vigorous and sustained diplomacy until
lasting peace is achieved. Ultimately,
only a just, permanent, and peaceful
settlement between Israelis and Pal-
estinians can ensure the security and
the welfare of all in the region.

———

FREE ENTERPRISE, FREE MARKET
EQUALS RECOVERY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, in to-
day’s Washington Post, the very promi-
nent columnist George Will has a col-
umn about how the very limited recov-
ery that has gone on in this country
over the last few months is a jobless re-
covery, a term that we are hearing
from many, many experts throughout
the country.

I can tell you that, all over this
country, college graduates are having
trouble finding jobs, and many are hav-
ing to work as waiters and waitresses
in restaurants or at other very low-
paying jobs. In large part, that is be-
cause environmental radicals have
forced us to send millions of good jobs
to other countries for 30 years or more
now, and that is the main cause of that
problem. But another problem that is
going on all over the country is the
credit situation.

Yesterday, in the Washington Times,
there was a lengthy article about the
problem that is still going on, that the
banks are not making loans to anyone
who really needs a loan, and particu-
larly small businesses are hurting.

Well, I can tell you exactly why the
banks are not making loans to the peo-
ple who need them. And that is be-
cause, while the President and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury—and both Presi-
dent Bush and his administration did
this and President Obama and his Sec-
retary of the Treasury have been doing
this—they are up here in Washington
saying, loan, loan, loan, and the banks
have all this money, but the examiners
down on the local level are saying, no,
no, no, and turning down what would
be really good loans even in just recent
times.

Unless the examiners start giving
small businesses at least some flexi-
bility, this economy is not really going
to recover.

We know, for instance, that there
have been almost no jobs created over
the last few months in the private sec-
tor. And about the only jobs that have
been created or the biggest number of
jobs that have been created have been
jobs in the census, which occurs only
once every 10 years.

My main purpose in coming here
today is to read into the RECORD a let-
ter that I have received from one of my
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